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MATTER OF: U n i v e r s a l  P a r t s  and  Serv ices ,  I n c .  

OIOEST: 

GAO w i l l  n o t  c o n s i d e r  a p ro t e s t  when, r e g a r d l e s s  
of t h e  outcome, t h e  p ro t e s t e r  is n o t  i n  l i n e  f o r  
c o n t r a c t  award  . 
U n i v e r s a l  P a r t s  and  S e r v i c e s ,  I n c .  p ro tes t s  t h e  

f a i l u r e  o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of t h e  A i r  Force to  c o n s i d e r  i t s  
proposals  s u b m i t t e d  u n d e r  R e q u e s t  f o r  Proposals (RFP)  Nos. 
F34601-84-R-0256 and  F34601-84-R-45199 f o r  t h e  r e p a i r  o f  
575 and TF33 j e t  e n g i n e  v a n e s  and  s h r o u d s .  

would be c o n s i d e r e d  f o r  award  u n l e s s  s a t i s f a c t o r y  e v i d e n c e -  
r e g a r d i n g  an u n l i s t e d  o f f e r o r ' s  e x p e r i e n c e  was s u b m i t t e d  
and  a p p r o v e d  i n  time t o  meet t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  r e q u i r e m e n t .  
U n i v e r s a l  was n o t  a l i s t e d  s o u r c e .  I t  s u b m i t t e d  e v i d e n c e  
o f  i t s  e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  i t s  proposals  and  r e q u e s t e d  
a p p r o v a l .  When U n i v e r s a l  p e r c e i v e d  a l a c k  of a c t i v i t y  
r e g a r d i n g  t h i s  r e q u e s t ,  i t  f i l e d  t h e s e  protests.  

Each  of t h e  RFP ' s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  o n l y  l i s t e d  s o u r c e s  

The  A i r  Force r epor t s  t h a t  i t  i n t e n d s  t o  award  
c o n t r a c t s  based o n  pr ice  and  t h a t  U n i v e r s a l  is t h e  s e c o n d  
low o f f e r o r  u n d e r  RFP N o .  F34601-84-R-0256 and  t h e  t h i r d  
low o f f e r o r  u n d e r  RFP N o .  F34601-84-R-45199. Under  these . 

c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  t h e  p ro tes t s  a r e  a c a d e m i c  s i n c e  U n i v e r s a l  
would n o t  r e c e i v e  award u n d e r  e i t h e r  RFP r e g a r d l e s s  o f  i t s  
a b i l i t y  t o  q u a l i f y  a s  a s o u r c e .  - See S o m e r s  C o n s t r u c t i o n  
2' CO 8-209843.2,  O C t .  25 ,  1 9 8 3 ,  83-2 CPD 11 490.  

U n i v e r s a l  r e m a i n s  c o n c e r n e d  t h a t ,  u n l e s s  s teps  a r e  
t a k e n  now, i t  w i l l  n o t  b e  a q u a l i f i e d  s o u r c e  on f u t u r e  pro- 
c u r e m e n t s .  S i n c e  t h e  A i r  F o r c e  h a s  a d u t y  to  maximize com- 
p e t i t i o n ,  w e  would  e x p e c t  t h a t  t h e  A i r  F o r c e  w i l l  p r o m p t l y  
p r o v i d e  U n i v e r s a l  w i t h  a n  appropr i a t e  o p p o r t u n i t y  to demon- 
s t r a t e  i t s  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s .  
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The protests a r e  dismissed. 

G e n e r a l  Counsel 
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